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THE  HUMANITARIAN  DEVELOPMENT  NEXUS
The prolonged conflict in Yemen has left the country and its health system in tatters, with over 19 million unable to access 
the medical help they need.
 
The health system was on the verge of total collapse. 
People had to travel hundreds of kilometers across rough 
terrain to reach the nearest hospital—unsure if they 
would even get the treatment they so desperately needed.

The World Bank, UNICEF and WHO through the Emergency 
Health and Nutrition Project (EHNP), have made health 
care accessible for millions. They are investing in improving 
and strengthening human capital for the future—Yemen’s 
future. People no longer have to travel hundreds of miles 
to seek care, there are now health facilities that have been 
equipped through the Project to meet their needs. 

The EHNP also supports the water and sanitation services 
in Yemen. Since the beginning of the project, more than 1.5 
million people have gained access to safe water. Around 
2 million now have safe access to sanitation services. 
Water quality has improved by 50% in areas at high risk of 
diseases in several governorates.

This Nexus has resulted in greater functionality; some 
facilities that were once damaged are now fixed. Greater 
functionality has led to greater service availability, ensuring 
millions now have access to healthcare - more than ever 
more and more people are seeking utilizing health services. 
Since 2017, the World Bank, UNICEF and WHO have teamed 
up to meet critical health needs in the middle of a conflict, 
to provide 16 million people with access to health care 
like never before. The Project not only supports hospitals 
with medicines, medical equipment and supplies, it also 
provides water and fuel to ensure that hospital doors stay 
open to receive the thousands who come through its doors 
daily.

And at the centre of this are humanitarian life-saving 
interventions, delivering the basic health services needed 
as part of the Yemeni people’s “right to health” supporting 
the global initiative of Universal Health Coverage for all.
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SERVICES  IMPROVE  AT  FAMILY  CARE  
HEALTH  CENTRE IN  IBB  CITY
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The Family Care Health Centre, located in Ibb city, in Yemen is one of the more than 1,900 health 
facilities that is supported by UNICEF through the Emergency Health and Nutrition Project. 

Yasmine Al-Qadasy is a midwife who has been working at the Centre for 11 years. In the past, she served 
as the focal point for immunization and reproductive health services. She faces many challenges. 
“Still, I have a commitment to the work place and will not leave, despite these challenges” she added.

With the current project support, Yasmine 
has a consistent supply of therapeutic food 
available to treat both severe and moderate 
acute malnutrition. Since the Centre started 
receiving operational costs provided by the 
project, the manager has fixed many things 
in the facility”, Yasmine added. She noticed a 
continued improvement in service delivery 
at the health facility, helping to meet more 
needs of the local population and provide 
higher quality service.



SUPPORT  TO  NON-COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 
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It has been one-and-a-half years since Safia a 50-year-old woman- was diagnosed with a tumor in 
her oral cavity. Safia, originally from Hajjah, now lives in Haradh, a district that hosts many displaced 
Yemenis from surrounding conflict-affected areas. Since her diagnosis, she has had more than 10 
chemotherapy sessions and 33 radiation therapy sessions thanks to the support provided through 
the EHNP. Her son Abdulla said that travelling from Haradh to Sana’a for treatment weakens his 
mother and has left the family bankrupt.
“We have gone completely bankrupt and sold everything we have for the treatment of my mother. 
Coming from Haradh to Sana’a costs at least 120 000 YR (US$250). I have lost my job since the 
beginning of the conflict and now we just borrow money and receive money from some charities” 
Abdulla explained. 

Noncommunicable diseases account for 57% of all deaths in Yemen. And cancer affects all age groups 
in the country, over 60% of whom are aged 30-69 years old — during the prime of these people’s lives. 
WHO with the support of the World Bank has been working tirelessly to ensure that prevention is 
prioritized, allowing us to respond to this “hidden cost of war”.

Most cancer patients in Yemen seek treatment at the National Oncology Centre in Sana’a where it 
receives more than 30,000 patients each year, and the EHNP ensures that its doors stay open. 
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RAPID RESPONSE TEAMS REACH YEMEN’S 
MOST REMOTE AREAS TO HELP CONTROL 
CHOLERA
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Amira Abdullah is a member of the Rapid Response 
Teams in Al-Dhale’e governorate along with her 
colleague Ahmed Abdelmu’ti. 
Together, they visit cholera-infected areas and villages 
despite the several obstacles they face in doing their 
jobs. Sometimes they walk for long hours on unpaved 
roads just to reach communities as they understand 
the importance of educating the local population 
about the risk of contracting the disease.

“It sometimes takes five hours to 
find the group we are targeting. 
We stop and talk to other 
families until we find the ones 
we are looking for,” explains 
Ahmed.

“I explain to residents how to 
use the items we provide such as 
the soap bars, soap powder and 
chlorine tablets to chlorinate 
water,” says Amira.
“We have contained the 
epidemic to a great extent, and 
we will continue to fight it no 
matter what the challenges are. 
We want the community to be 
aware of these diseases, and we 
want everyone to be protected 
from the risks,” Ahmed 
concludes.



TRAUMA SUPPORT 
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Badr Al Deen, 38 years old, is being 
treated in Al Thawra hospital after falling 
off a building while working. He is a 
construction worker. The accident caused 
him significant injuries, including broken 
ribs and hemorrhaging in his brain. The 
accident also affected his liver and kidney.

Al Thawra hospital is one of 72 hospitals 
across Yemen supported by WHO under 
the framework of the Emergency Health 
and Nutrition Project (EHNP) thanks to 
its technical partnership with the World 
Bank. Under the support of EHNP, Al 
Thawra hospital is provided with major 
operating needs including fuel, water, 
emergency and surgical kits, and IV fluids.

This support is a lifeline for hospitals in 
Yemen. Those that are fully functioning 
risk total closure without it. The EHNP 
ensures not only their functionality but 
have given hope to people like Badr. 

Emergency Health & Nutrition Project       11            



12      Emergency Health & Nutrition Project       

JAMIL JAMAL DEDICATES HIMSELF TO PROVIDE HEALTH 
SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY & THE DISPLACED AT 
ALDHABER HEALTH CENTRE IN AMRAN GOVERNORATE



Aldhaber Health Centre receives an average of 80- 100 patients per day requiring various health services 
including; reproductive health, nutrition, immunization and child care, as well as emergency services.
“The Emergency Health and Nutrition Project (EHNP) interventions support to the Centre came at a time 
of its greatest need “ Jamil Jamal said. 

“This support from UNICEF and the World Bank’s International Development Association has revitalized 
Aldhaber health centre in Amran governorate” Jamil added.

The Centre started to provide health care to the community in the region for a population of over 27,000, 
in addition to the displaced people who now live in Aldhaber district, located in Amran governorate. Those 
displaced usually come from different governorates such as Taiz, Hajjah and Sa’ada, and most recently 
from Hudaydah.

“The centre can now provide health care to the residents of the area as well as a large number of displaced 
people who face difficult health and living conditions “ Jamil Jamal mentioned.
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SUPPORT TO THERAPEUTIC FEEDING CENTERS 
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Suaad is 38 months old. Her life was saved from severe 
acute malnutrition with medical complications after she 
was admitted to a WHO-supported therapeutic feeding 
center in Bani Mansour area in Sana’a governorate. 
Her mother and father feared for her life as her little 
body was on the verge of collapse. Treatment in the 
Therapeutic Feeding Centre(TFC) took two months, 
thanks to the dedication of the team of health workers 
and the generous support from the World Bank to this 
WHO supported TFC, her health was restored, and she is 
now a healthy happy baby. 

Suaad is one of 2 million children in Yemen who are 
severely malnourished including nearly 360,000 
suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). 
Support from our technical partner the World Bank is 
critical, with the return on investment being the saved 
lives of these children. Access has since increased to 
needed prevention and treating services in the area of 
malnutrition. Between January to May 2019 alone, 42 
WHO-supported Therapeutic Feeding Centers provided 
lifesaving treatment to 3,772 children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition and screened 30,542 children 
in 40 sentinel sites. 
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I DIDN’T  KNOW  ANYTHING  ABOUT  CHOLERA  UNTIL I 
SUDDENLY  GOT  SICK”: AMNA,  A STORY  OF  RECOVERY 
FROM  CHOLERA  IN  YEMEN
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Amna lives with her little daughter and elderly mother in a small house in Al-Dhale’e governorate. The 
house barely accommodates them. The walls are cracked like the souls of its inhabitants, who are afraid 
that the roof may fall on their heads at any moment. The cooking utensils are next to the room where 
they sleep, posing an additional risk to their lives.

“I had diarrhea and 
began to vomit and 
then I fainted. I woke 
up in a health centre. I 
was told that I fainted, 
and some women 
took me there. I 
was embarrassed 
when I found out,” 
recalls Amna with 
embarrassment.

Amna was taken to the health centre where she was diagnosed and received appropriate first aid. Then, 
the Rapid Response Team members went to Amna’s village and made house-to-house visits to educate 
people about cholera and provide villagers with chlorine tablets and hygiene kits.

Amna said that she heard about people who had the same symptoms but wasn’t aware about them 
or their implications. She only goes out to fetch water and then returns home. She did not know about 
cholera and how to protect herself.  She is now living a normal and healthy life after surviving the deadly 
disease.
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SUPPORT  TO  THERAPEUTIC  FEEDING  CENTERS 



Many people in Al Hudaydah governorate are still getting infected with 
Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) including Trachoma, a neglected 
tropical disease of the eyes and a world’s leading infectious cause of 
blindness of which Yemen has one of the highest prevalence levels in 
the Middle East. 

Despite ongoing civil unrest and instability, WHO and the World Bank 
supported the Trachoma Elimination Programme with a mass drug 
administration campaign and WASH material distribution as part of 
efforts to combat Neglected Tropical Diseases on a larger scale. People 
tend to forget that NTDs affect an estimated 1 billion people globally, 
here in Yemen disease like this are endemic—but should not be 
forgotten. Thanks to the Project, this people who have been neglected 
are getting a second lease on life. 
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#YemenCantWait



#YemenCantWait


